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Scope of application
	
Type of privilege
	Crime
/fraud exception
	Special remarks

	 
	Lawyers
	Notaries (public)
	Auditors
	External accountants (chartered accountants)
	Tax advisors 
	Other legal professionals
	Procedural exemption 
	Legal advice exemption 
	
	 

	AT
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	 
	X
	X
	Yes
	

	BE
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	 
	X
	X
	Yes
	 

	BG
	X
	 
	 
	 
	 
	X
	X
	X
	No
	The Bulgarian law speaks about ‘persons providing legal advice’. Notaries are considered a different category and thus seem to be excluded from the LPP.

	CY
	X
	n.a
	 
	 
	 
	 
	X
	 
	Yes
	The Cypriot law speaks about ‘privileged information’

	CZ
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X 
	Yes**
	* Licensed executor
** It seems that the fraud exception does not apply to lawyers and notaries, as it is only incorporated in Article 26 AML Act

	DK
	X
	n.a
	X
	X
	X
	X 
	X
	X**
	Yes
	* Authorized estate agents, and undertakings and persons that otherwise commercially supply the same services as the groups of persons (that have LPP), including tax advisors and external accountants
** In Denmark a broad interpretation of legal advice applies: as all legal advice by lawyers to business clients in general is brought under the scope of the privilege

	EE
	X
	X
	 
	 
	 
	 
	X
	X
	No
	 

	FI
	X
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	X
	 
	No
	An LPP situation in Finland results not only in an exemption to report; but also in other obligations: the Act does not apply in these circumstances

	FR
	X*
	X
	 
	 
	 
	n.a** 
	X
	X 
	Yes***
	An LPP situation results not only in an exemption to report, but in an exemption from performing CDD
* Avocats and ‘procureurs’ are both included in this category
** Because only qualified legal and fiscal service providers are allowed to give legal and/or fiscal advice
*** Supposedly only in relation to the legal advice exemption. It is not yet certain whether the crime-fraud exemption also applies in the context of proceedings 

	DE
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X 
	X
	X**
	Yes***
	* Legal advisors who are members of a chamber of lawyers and registered persons as defined in Section 10 of the Legal Services Act, and patent lawyers
** German AML Act speaks about ‘legal advice’, which goes beyond ascertaining one’s legal position
*** The crime/fraud exception only applies where the legal or fiscal service provider knows that the client is seeking advice for the purpose of ML/TF 

	EL
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X* 
	X
	X
	Yes
	* Audit firms and tax consulting firms

	HU
	X
	X
	 
	 
	 
	 
	X*
	**
	No
	An LPP situation under the AML Act results not only in an exemption to report, but also in other obligations (including CDD)
* The text of the Hungarian AML Act only speaks about legal advice in relation to the opening of proceedings, which suggests that legal advice outside the context of proceedings is not covered under legal privilege 
** For notaries, the exemption also applies in relation to non-judicial proceedings 

	IE
	X* 
	X
	X
	X
	X
	 
	** 
	X
	Yes
	Irish law speaks about ‘relevant professional adviser’
* Both solicitors and barristers are categorized under ‘advocates in this table’
** The procedural exemption cannot be found directly in the text of the AML Act, but it may be that it is interpreted as part of ‘ascertaining the legal position’ of the client

	IT
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X 
	X
	X
	X
	No
	 

	LV
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	*
	No
	An LPP situation under the AML Act also applies to elements of customer due diligence 
* The text of the Latvian AML Act only speaks about legal advice in relation to the opening of proceedings, which suggests that legal advice outside the context of proceedings is not covered under legal privilege.

	LT
	X
	 
	 
	 
	 
	X 
	X
	X
	No
	 * Advocates’ assistants

	LU
	X
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	X
	X
	No
	 

	MT
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	No
	 

	NL
	X
	X
	X*
	X*
	X
	X
	X**
	X** 
	No
	* There are discussions in the Netherlands as to whether the legal-privilege exemption applies to auditors and accountants
** There are discussions as to whether notices of objection in administrative proceedings should fall under the LP exemption
*** The legal-advice exemption is interpreted narrowly and only applies to information that comes to the professional’s attention during the first introductory meeting

	PL
	X
	 
	X
	 
	X
	X 
	X**
	***
	No
	* Legal advisers and foreign lawyers
** The Polish AML Act makes reference to ‘proceedings’; not limited to judicial proceedings
*** The text of the Polish AML Act only speaks about legal advice in relation to the opening of proceedings, which suggests that legal advice outside the context of proceedings is not covered under legal privilege

	PT
	X* 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	X
	X
	No
	* This category includes advocates and solicitadores

	RO
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	No
	 

	SK
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	 
	X
	X*
	No
	* Legal advice exemption only applies in relation to advocates; for the other professionals it is necessary that the advice relates to proceedings 

	SI
	X
	X
	 
	 
	 
	X* 
	X
	X
	No
	* Law firms

	ES
	X
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	X*
	X*
	No
	* The broader concept of legal professional privilege applies to lawyers with respect to all facts or information which come into their possession by whatever kind of professional activity (legal and extra-legal proceedings, but also in an advisory or mediating role), while the legal-privilege exemption in the AML Act only concerns judicial proceedings (excluding administrative proceedings) and advice in the context of establishing the client’s legal position. The LPP can be limited; but is laid down in higher-ranked legislation than AML Act (hierarchy of norms) 

	SE
	X
	n.a
	X
	X
	X
	X 
	X**
	X***
	No****
	* Associates at law firms and other independent legal professionals
** There are interpretation discussions as regards the term ‘judicial proceedings’:  it is not clear whether administrative proceedings or mediation fall under this definition. Arbitration proceedings are considered to fall under the definition 
*** It should solely concern a ‘legal assessment’ mandate. If that is the case information received from both the client and third parties falls under the legal privilege exemption. Financial advice or general legal advice which is not linked to a specific situation is not covered by the exemption
**** There is no provision as such in the AML Act, but in the Explanation to the Act it is stated that legal privilege does not apply in circumstances where the professional knows or has reasons to suspect that the client is seeking advice for the purpose of money laundering or terrorist financing

	UK
	X* 
	X
	X**
	X**
	X**
	X***
	X
	X****
	Yes
	UK law speaks about ‘professional legal adviser’, ‘relevant professional adviser’ and ‘privileged circumstances’ 
* Both solicitors and barristers are categorized under ‘advocates’ in this table 
** UK law distinguishes between legal professional privilege that applies to solicitors, their employees, barristers and in-house lawyers (and notaries) and legal-privilege exemption that also applies to relevant professional advisors such as auditors, accountants and tax advisers. LPP is a wider concept than the legal-privilege exemption
*** Junior employees at law firms and in-house solicitors
**** The exemption does not apply to information received from third parties. Advice from a lawyer on a purely financial, operational, public relations or strategic business issue is normally not privileged, i.e. if it is not provided in the context of obtaining legal advice on related matters




